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Clearly their role is to set tax and spending policies and to establish regula-
tions that guide and protect us in our daily lives.  However, historically ma-
jor legislative changes appear to only come substantially after disasters.  The 

safety net of the Social Security benefits system was not passed until 1935, which was well 
into the Great Depression following the 1929 market crash.  Eisenhower got the Interstate 
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tions, inflation growing to 13% annually, and the Fed raising interest rates to 20% to reduce 
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strong bi-partisan support and significantly lowered tax rates, which in turn freed up much 
needed capital from the sale of business and real estate holdings.  Most sessions of Con-
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very slow to make much needed changes. 
 

The private sector, by comparison, invents something and then moves full speed ahead.  
Invention of the steam engine allowed the trains to accelerate the expansion into the West.  
Development of the combustion engine moved us from horse and buggy to cars which 
allowed the freedom to move away from downtown areas frequently near water to the sub-
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we can nearly work or buy anything anywhere online.  One company, Apple, in the last 10 
years, has single handedly revolutionized our lives with an iPod, an iPhone, an iPad and 
soon an iTV (which will connect to everything).  This significant tech explosion has also 
allowed the global economy to come from nearly nothing to about 50% of the world econ-
omy in the last 25 years. 
 

The common theme of all of this is that the business community simply keeps inventing 
better mousetraps that consumers want.  If cost or regulations become too onerous in one  
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